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YVONNE EAST 
 
Themes of the human figure, observational drawing, and portraiture are central to Yvonne’s art practice. An 
award-winning artist, Yvonne’s work has been hung in major prizes and institutions across Australia including 
the Archibald Prize and the Doug Moran Portrait Prize. Her portrait of the Honorable Chief Justice of the High 
Court of Australia, Susan Kiefel AC was acquired by the National Portrait Gallery in 2020. Her commitment to 
life drawing was exemplified with a two-year tour to major regional art centers after winning the inaugural 
Country Arts SA Breaking Ground Award in 2012. Yvonne is a passionate educator and teaches painting, life 
drawing, and observational drawing at the National Art School, the University of New South Wales Art + Design 
(formally COFA) and Willoughby Arts Centre. 
 
Biography and Education 
1977 Born Moningio, South Australia 
2000 Bachelor of Visual Arts, South Australian School of Art, University of South Australia  
2016  Masters of Fine Art (Research), University of New South Wales Art and Design 
2023  Bachelor of Psychology, University of South Australia, Chancellors Award. 
 
Solo Exhibitions 
2026       The Memory Still Holds, BCFA, Redfern 
2020 Art + Object, Adelaide Festival Centre Gallery, Adelaide 
2016 Twisted Floating Bodies, BlackBox Gallery, UNSW, Sydney 

New Venus, LS2, Liverpool Street Gallery, Sydney 
2014 STRATUM, Country Arts SA Touring Exhibition, Murray Bridge, Tanunda, Pt Pirie, Pt Lincoln Galleries,
 Performing Arts Collection, South Coast Regional Arts Centre, Goolwa 
2013 Performing Arts Collection, Art Images Gallery, Norwood 
2012 STRATUM, Signal Point Gallery, Goolwa 

STRATUM, Artspace Gallery, Adelaide Festival Centre, Adelaide 
2011 Out of the Shadows, Murray Bridge Regional Gallery Main Gallery, Murray Bridge 
2010 Out of the Shadows, South Coast Regional Arts Centre, Goolwa 
 
Selected Prizes/Awards 
2025       Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Prize, SH Ervin Gallery, Sydney 

Finalist, The Kedumba Art Prize for drawing, Wentworth Falls 
Finalist, The Pymble Values Art Prize, Inaugural Prize, PLC, Pymble, Sydney 
Finalist, Kennedy Art Prize, The Institute, Adelaide 

2024 Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Prize, SH Ervin Gallery, Sydney 
Finalist, Mosman Art Prize, Mosman Regional Gallery, Sydney 
Finalist, Kennedy Art Prize, The Institute, Adelaide 
Finalist, Rick Amor Drawing Prize, McClelland Gallery, Langwarrin 
Finalist, Adelaide Perry Prize for Drawing, Sydney 

2023 Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Prize, SH Ervin Gallery, Sydney 
2022 Finalist, Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney 

Finalist, The Percival Portrait Prize, Perc Tucker Regional Gallery, Townsville  
Finalist, Adelaide Perry Prize for Drawing, Sydney  
Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Prize, SH Ervin Gallery, Sydney 

2021 Finalist, Dobell Drawing Prize, National Art School, Sydney 
Finalist, Kennedy Art Prize, The Institute, Adelaide 

2020 Finalist, Darling Portrait Prize, National Portrait Gallery, Canberra 
Finalist, Jacaranda Acquisitive Drawing Prize, Grafton Regional Gallery 

2019 Finalist, Dobell Art Prize, National Art School, Sydney 
2018 Finalist. Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
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Finalist, Doug Moran National Portrait Prize, Juniper Hall 
Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award, SH Ervin Gallery 
Finalist, Blake Prize, Casula Powerhouse 

2017 Finalist, Black Swan Portrait Prize, Art Gallery of Western Australia 
Finalist, The Kilgour Prize 2017, Newcastle Art Gallery 

2015 Winner, Robert Le Gay Brereton Memorial Award, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
Semi Finalist 2015 Doug Moran National Portrait Prize 

2014 Winner, Tim Olsen Drawing Prize 
2013 Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award 
2012 Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award 

Semi Finalist 2012 Doug Moran National Portrait Prize 
Finalist, Advantage SA Regional Awards, Dr+PC Arts Award 

2011 Winner “Breaking Ground” Professional Development Award, Country Arts SA 
Finalist, Portia Geach Memorial Award 
 

2010 Winner, Advantage SA Regional Awards, Bang and Olufsen Award in the category of the Arts  
2009 Finalist, Dobell Drawing Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
2008 Finalist, Dobell Drawing Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales 
2000 Winner Peoples’ Choice, Annual Art Purchase Prize, University of South Australia 
 
Selected Employment/Commissions  
Current Sessional Lecturer - National Art School, Darlinghurst 

Arts Educator, Drawing, Painting and Watercolour, Willoughby Arts Centre. Commenced 2023 
Casual Academic, University of New South Wales. Commenced 2015 

2025 Artist Residency, Primrose Park Studios, North Sydney Council. Commenced 2024 
2022 Royal Agricultural Society Presidents Portrait commission 
2021 Her Majesty’s Theatre Mural, Adelaide, Adelaide Festival Centre 
2020 Acquisition - National Portrait Gallery of Australia permanent collection 
2017 John Clarke Memorial Portrait 
2015 Adelaide Festival Centre Mural SALA 2015, Adelaide City Council 
2014 Adelaide Aquatic Centre Murals, Adelaide City Council 
2013 National Trust, Portrait of Billy, Willunga Slate Museum 
2012 Portrait Commission, Tim and James Olsen, Tim Olsen Gallery 
2011 Double Vision, Artists Exchange, City of Onkaparinga 

Artists in Schools Project, Workshops and Presentations, initiative of the Fleurieu Art Prize 
Fleurieu Art Prize, Landscape Art & Environment Field Research Project 
Faces of Reynella Mural, Reynella East High School, Artist in Residence 

2010- 
2011 Artist in Residence, Four Seasons Mural, Blackwood High School,  
2010 Artist in Residence, The Nine Muses Mural, Reynella East High School,  
2008 Kondoli Mural, City of Victor Harbor, Franklin Parade, Victor Harbor 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions 
2025 Women Painting Women, Burring Cultural Centre, Upwey, Victoria 
2024 Detail, Draw Space, Newtown, Sydney. 
2022 Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney 
2020 Darling Portrait Prize, National Portrait Gallery, Canberra 

Jacaranda Acquisitive Drawing Prize, Grafton Regional Gallery & regional tour 
2019 Salon des Refuses, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney 

Dobell Drawing Prize, National Art School Gallery, Sydney 
2018 Archibald Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney 

Doug Moran National Portrait Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney 
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Portia Geach Memorial Award, The National Trust S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney 
Blake Prize, Casula Powerhouse, Sydney 

2017 Salon des Refuses, S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney 
Black Swan Prize for Portraiture, Art Gallery of Western Australia 

2016 Tim Olsen Drawing Prize, Kudos Gallery, Sydney 
2015 Embody, curated by Annabelle Collette, Signal Point Gallery, Goolwa 
2014 Mirror Ball, curated by John Neylon, BMG Gallery, Adelaide 

Celebration, Geoffrey Stapleton Gallery, Prospect 
2013  Portia Geach Memorial Award, The National Trust S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney, 

Fleurieu Art Prize, Adelaide Airport and Penny Hill Winery, South Australia 
Interior Exterior, collaboration with Richard Hodges, SALA Festival, Cadell St Gallery, Goolwa 

2012 Portia Geach Memorial Award, The National Trust S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney 
Thinking of Margaret, SALA Exhibition, Art Images Gallery, Norwood 
Double Vision, South Coast Regional Arts Centre, Goolwa, Tweed River Art Gallery, Murwillumbah 

2011 The Fleurieu Landscape Art and Environment Project, Fox Creek Winery, McLaren Vale 
Group Exhibition, Hill Smith Gallery, Adelaide 
Portia Geach Memorial Award, The National Trust S.H. Ervin Gallery, Sydney 
The Black Wedding Dress, South Coast Regional Arts Centre, Goolwa 

2010 Erotic, Gallery@28, Woollahra, NSW 
2009 Dobell Drawing Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales 

Melbourne on Canvas Art Prize, Zephyr Gallery, Docklands, VIC 
6 Degrees Art Prize, Frankston Arts Centre, Frankston, VIC 

2000 Testing Ground, J111 Gallery, University of South Australia, (co-curator) 

 

 


